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Europe in which Germans were intermingled with other nationalities,
with the two exceptions of the Balticum and the pre-war territory of
Hungary; and even in these two regions, where the local German
inhabitants had to take second place, before the War, to the Russians
and the Magyars respectively, they were then still in a privileged
position vis-a-vis all other local nationalities (Rumans and Slovaks
in Hungary and Letts and Ests in the Balticum). The dangers
inherent in the abrupt reversal of the situation, which had been
brought about in 1919-20, came to light in 1933 when the victory
of the National-Socialist movement within the post-war frontiers
of the Reich sent a thrill through all the German communities in
partibus $eregrinorum> even as far afield as North America and South-
West Africa.
Thus, for all countries outside the Reich which contained High-
German-speaking citizens and which were within striking distance
of Germany if she were to recover her military strength, the con-
version of the Reich into a 'totalitarian national state' under the
ascendancy of the National-Socialist Party inevitably presented
itself as a direct and a formidable menace. And even for countries
which contained no German minorities and which happened to be
situated beyond the furthest possible range of aircraft operating
from bases in German territory, the transformation which Germany
was undergoing in the year 1933 could not be a matter of indifference.
It was true that, in his public speeches, dealing with foreign affairs,
after his accession to office, Herr Hitler appeared to indicate that
his ambitions for the enlargement of the borders of the German
Reich were limited to the redemption of German populations at that
time subject to alien rule, and that even this limited policy of national
unification was not to be pursued through the instrumentality of
force. The use of force was expressly repudiated in his speech of the
17th May, 1933, in reply to President Roosevelt's message of the
16th;1 and in the same speech he intimated that, in insisting upon
her own national claims, a National-Socialist Germany recognized
the equal sacrosanctity of equally valid national claims on the part
of other people. At the same time, the weight of such declarations
as these was diminished by their patent and unreconciled incon-
sistency with a multitude of written and spoken pronouncements
which Herr Hitler was 'on record' as having made before his in-
vestiture with the Chancellorship of the Reich—not to speak of the
pronouncements, in this same unregenerate vein, which were still
being made, whether officially or irresponsibly, by Herr von Papen,
1 See p. 269 below*

